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(57) Abstract: A vehicle occupant 
protection device comprises an air 
bag body (10) that inflates at a side 
of an occupant (B) by gas fed from 
an inflator (20) to protect an area from 
a shoulder (Ba) to a waist/hip portion 
(Bd) of the occupant (B). The air bag 
body (10) has a vertical dimension 
substantially the same as that of a 
seatback (Aa). Non-inflation portions 
(12, 13) are formed at a vertically 
central portion (10c) of the air bag 
body (10), or a portion corresponding 
to a cheat (Bb) or a stomach (Be) of 
the occupant (B). At a substantially 
central portion of the air bag body 
(10) is formed a region that, when the 
air bag body (10) is inflated, has a 
smaller thickness in a vehicle width 
direction than an upper portion (10a) 
and lower portion (10b) of the air bag 
body (10), and has its length direction 
in a direction substantially parallel to 
the seatback (Aa). 
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